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The U.S. Government Is Taking Us Down

Jacob G. Hornberger
11/30/2009

President Obama has decided to up the ante in Afghanistan by acceding to his generals
request to send an additional 34,000 troops to that beleaguered nation. What better proof that
those of us who opposed the initial invasion of Afghanistan were right? The decision to treat
the 9/11 attacks as a military problem, rather than a criminal-justice one, has turned out to be
one unmitigated disaster, a disaster that seemingly has no end.

After all, the occupation has now been going on for 8 years. Eight years of bombs, shootings,
killing, maiming, secret prisons, arbitrary arrests, torture, indefinite incarcerations, and
unrestrained power to search and seize.

And eight years of unrestrained spending on armaments, soldiers, and weaponry.

Where has it gotten the American people? Nothing but more anger and rage against them
among Muslims all over the world, not to mention an ever-increasing mountain of debt that is
sure to send America’ s currency into afree-fall.

What will those additional troops do? They will kill and maim and incarcerate and torture
people. That’s their job. Sure, they’ll call it pacifying the country, establishing law and order,
spreading democracy, and waging the war on terrorism.

Y et, as they kill, maim, torture, and incarcerate more Afghanis, at the same time they will be
producing more anger and rage against the United States among friends, relatives, and
countrymen of the victims.

Moreover, since the victims in Afghanistan are predominantly Muslim, it is inevitable that
Muslims al over the world will continue to perceive the U.S. occupation of Afghanistan (and

www.afgazad.com 1 afgazad@gmail.com




Irag) as aU.S. crusade against Islam. Denials by U.S. officials will continue to fall upon deaf
ears within the Muslim community. With each new death at the hands of U.S. military
personnel, the ranks of the terrorists will continue to swell, not just in Afghanistan but all
over the world.

What began as an attempt to capture or kill Osama bin Laden has morphed into an
involvement in a civil war. Those 34,000 troops aren’t being sent to Afghanistan to find bin
Laden. They’re being sent there to kill people whose regime was ousted from power eight
years ago and to maintain a crooked, corrupt, fraudulent, drug-pushing U.S. puppet regimein
power.

We should also bear in mind that among the Afghanis who U.S. officias term “bad guys’ are
those Afghanis who simply are resisting the illegal occupation of their country by a foreign
invader and occupier. There isamoral and just alternative to killing such people: Simply exit
the country.

In fact, it would be interesting to know what percentage of Afghanis killed by the U.S.
military during the past 8 years, including those wedding parties that are bombed from time
to time, had anything to do with the 9/11 attacks. My hunch: 99.99 percent of the total
number of Afghanis killed had absolutely nothing to do with the 9/11 attacks. Of course, we
don’t know how many Afghanis have been killed because U.S. policy isto keep track only of
Western casualties.

On top of dl this is a simple financial fact: the longer the U.S. government occupies
Afghanistan (and Iraqg), the closer to national bankruptcy America comes. The additional
troops are estimated to cost more than a billion dollars. That inevitably means two or three
billion.

Yet, where is al that money coming from? We all know that ever since 9/11, U.S. officials
have been spending much more than what the IRS is seizing from the taxpayers. To avoid
taxpayer ire, they’ ve been borrowing the difference, especially from the communist regimein
China, which has become the U.S. government’s chief foreign lender.

The pro-empire, pro-intervention crowd is taking our country down. Today, they tell us that
they’re trapped — that they have no choice — that in order to achieve “success,” they have to
continue doing the same thing they’ ve done for the past 8 years. If that’s not insane, what is?

America need not fear the terrorists or even aforeign invasion. The U.S. government is doing
afinejob taking down our country al onitsown.
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